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Hello Friends,  
 
Next month, my youngest niece Dee will graduate from high school. From there, like many before her, she will begin 
the journey to discover her passion and purpose in life.  
 
Though her interest is in the field of human relationships, she is going to study engineering for vocational reasons. 
How she will reconcile what her head says and what her heart wants in a way that is authentic and realistic can only 
come from a series of experiments done in a lab we call life. For oldies like some of us, it’s one of the side benefits 
other than getting our AARP card…  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Full or Partial Month:  
One question I got asked frequently is whether your client needs to be 62 for a full month before she is eligible for 
Social Security benefits. The answer is yes – she has to be 62 for the whole month and the first check will come to 
her the month after.  
 
Keep in mind this “full month” requirement only applies to eligibility at 62. Beyond that, your client is entitled to 
benefits for the month in which she meets all the requirements even if it happens mid-month. For example, if Judy 
turned 62 this month, the earliest she is eligible for her benefit is next month and the check will come to her the 
month after. If Judy turned 66 this month, she is eligible for her benefit this month and the check will come next 
month.  
 
You’ve Got Mail: 
In 2011, in an effort to save $76 million, Social Security Administration stopped mailing out benefit statements as 
the information is fully available online. The decision garnished a slew of criticism mostly because the people who 
most rely on Social Security are also the least Internet savvy or likely to have Internet access. So starting this 
September, the government will resume sending out the paper benefit statements to those who have not signed 
up online but at five-year intervals at ages 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55 and 60. 
 
 
 
 

Click here: Subscribe to Meena's Newsletter 
 

Click here: Ask Meena to speak at your next meeting or client event!
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Not All Government Pensions Are Treated Equally:  
One of my favorite Seinfeld episodes is this hilarious one where George Costanza double-dipped his chips. I still 
crack up every time I watch it. 
  
When it comes to Social Security, the government is serious about stopping people from double-dipping the system 
when they simultaneously collect Social Security and a government pension based on wages that did not paid Social 
Security taxes.  
 
What this means to your clients who are receiving government pension is that their Social Security benefits can be 
significantly reduced under the Windfall Elimination Provision and/or Government Pension Offset. One exception 
to this is military pension as military wages have been subject to Social Security taxes since 1957.  
 
Divorced-Spouse Benefit Exception:  
One of the important things to remember about divorced-spouse benefit is that it will stop once your client 
remarries. I have heard from some people this is one reason they hesitate to remarry.  
 
With much at stake, it’s good to note there is this exception to the requirement: If the person your client is marrying 
to is also receiving divorced-spouse or survivor benefit, then the benefit your client is receiving may continue as is.  
 
Let’s say Mary is receiving divorced-spouse benefits on her ex Paul, and her fiancé Sam is receiving survivor benefit 
on her deceased wife Cindy. Here, the exception would apply and both Mary and Sam can continue to receive their 
existing benefits. 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Note:  
I read somewhere that our refrigerator will soon be smart enough to order groceries for us. It sounded so sci-fi to 
someone like me who still writes with a #2 pencil and a yellow pad. The most high-tech gadget you will find in my 
house is the plug-in timer that automatically turns the lights on and off in my living room.  
 
The other day, when the lights didn’t go on when it was supposed to, I spent close to half an hour taking apart the 
timer, fussing with the dials, only to foolishly discover it was the light bulb that went out!  
 
Now, why is our brain so oddly wired that we have such silly tendency to make things more complicated than they 
are?  
 
Enjoy our beautiful late spring weather! 
 
Best, 
Meena 

 
Information presented in the newsletter is for informational purposes only. Impact Financial does not provide tax or legal advice. For detailed information 
regarding Social Security Benefits, please visit www.ssa.gov. 
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~ ON A PERSONAL NOTE ~ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfprRZQxWps
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10045.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10007.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10017.pdf
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/poms.nsf/lnx/0300202045

